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British Overseas Territories Act 2002

2002 CHAIyrER 8

AR Act to mke provision aboutthe name“ British overStas ttrritorils''and British

citizenship so Far as relating tc the British overseas terrttOrie6.  [26th February 2002〕

B:どi鮒督譜艦堺i淵紳鵠逆伊盤暫縄鮮鮮i縦様獣
Parliament assembled′and by the authority orthe same′▲6 Follo"Stt―

Change of names

British overseas territories

(1) As the territories mentioned in Schedule 6 to the British Nationality Act 1981
(c. 61) afe now known as "British overseas territofies"-

(a) in section 50(1) of that Act (definitions), at the appropriate place
*t"t'i.r,ish 

overseas territory" means a territory mentioned in
Schedule 6;",

(b) for "dependent territory" (or "dependent territories"), wherever
occurring in that Act, substitute "British ovefseas territory" (ot "British
overseas territories"), and

(c) in the heading to that Schedule, for 'tBritish Dependent Territories"
substitute "Brilish Overseas Territoriesf'.

In any other enactment passed or made before the cottlmencement of this
sectioh (including an enatthent comprised itr subordihate legislation), any
reference to a dependent territory within the meaning of th€ British Nationality
Act 1981 shall be read as a reference to a British overseaS territory.

In the Interpretation Act 1978 (c.30), at the appropriate place in fthedule 1. (list
of definitions) insert -

""British overseas territory" has the same meaning as in the British
Nationality Act 1981;".

(3)
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British overseas territories citizenship

Pursuant to section 1, British Dependent Territories citizenship is renamed"British overseas territories citizenship"; and a person having th-at citizenship
is a "British overseas territories citizen".

Accordingly, in the British Nationality Act 1981 (c. 61) -
(a) for "British_Dependent Territories.citizenship", wherever occurring,

substitute " British overseas territories c it izen ship", and
(b) for "British Dependent Territories citizen' 1oi 

"British Dependent
Territories citizens"), wherever occurring substitute "British overseas
territories citizen" (or "British overseas territories citizens").

In any other enactment passed or made before the commencement of this
section (tncludrng an enactmetrt comprised in subordinate legislation), any
reference to British Dependent Territoiies citizerrship, or a gritilh Dependerit
Territories citizen, shall be read as a reference to Biitish overseas territories
citizenship, or a Britislr overseas territories citizen.

British citizenship

Conferral on British overseas territories citizens

Any person who, irnmediately before the commencement of this section, is a
British overseas territories citizen shall, on the commencement of this section,
become a British citizen.

Subsection (1) t{oes not apply to a person who is a British overseas territories
citizm by v.irtue only of a cbrinectioh with theSovereign Base Areas of Akrotiri
ancl Dhekelia.

A person who is a British citizen by virtue of this section is a British citizen by
descent for the purposes of the Briiish Nationality Act 1981 if, and only if -

(a) he was a British overseas territories citizen by descent immediately
before the commencement of this section, ancl 

-

(b) if at that time he was a British citizen as well as a British overseas
territories citizen, he was a British citizen bV descent.

Acquisition by British overseas territories citizens by registration

After section 4 of the British Nationality Act 19g1 insert-

*4A Acquisition by registration: further provision for British overseas
territories citizens

(1) If an.application is made to register as a British citizen a person who is
a British overseas territories citizen, the Secretary of St-ate may if he
thinks fit cause the person to be so registered.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply in the case of a British overseas territories
citizen who-

(a) is such a citizen by virtue orrly of a connection with the
Sovereign Base Areas of Akrotiri and Dhekelia; or

(b) has ceased to be a British citizen as a result of a declaration of
renunciation."

(2)

(3)

々
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(2)

(3)
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Acquisition by reference to the Britlsh overseas territories

Scheclule 1 (which makes provision about the acquisition of British citizenship
by reference to the British overseas territories) has effect.

Suppleruentary

6 The llois: citizenship

(1) A person shall become a British citizen on the conunencement of this section
if-

(a) he was born on or after 26 April 1969 and before l January 1983,
(b) he was born to a woman who at the time was a citizen of the United

Kingdom and Colonies by virtue of her birth in the British Indian
Ocean Territory, and

(c) immediately before the commencement of this section he was neither a
British citizen nor a British overseas territories citizen.

(2) A person who is a British citizen by virtue of subs.ection (1) is a British citizen
by descent for the purposes of the British Nationality Act 1981 (c. 61).

(3) A person shall become a British overseas territories citizen on the
corunencement of this section if -

(a) subsection (1)(a) and (b) apply in relation to him, and
. (b) immediately before the commencement of this section he was not a

British ov€rseas territories citizen.

(4) A person who is a British overseas territories citizen by virtue of subsection (3)
is such a citizen by descent for the purposes of the British Nationality Act 1981.

Repeals

The enactments mentioned in Schedule 2 (which inclucle some which arespent
or effectively superseded) are repealed to the extent specified there.

( 1 )

( 2 )

Short title, commencement and extent

This Act may be cited as the British Overseas Territories Act 2002.

The following provisions of this Act are to come into force on such day as the
Secretary of State may by order made by statutory instrument appoint-

(a) sections 3 to 5 and Schedule l,
(b) section 6 and
(c) section 7 and Schedule 2, so far as relating to the British Nationality

(Falkland Islands) Act 1983 (c. 6).

An order under subsection (2) may -

(a) appoint different days for different purposes, and
(b) include such transitional provision as the Secretary of State considers

expedient.

This Act extends to-
(a) the United Kingdom,
(b) the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man, and

(3)

(4)
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(c) the British overseas territories.
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(b) in paragraph (b), a-fter.,outside the United Kingclom" inseit..ancl the
qualifying territories" and after "ifi the United kingdom" insert "or a
qualifying territory", and

(c) in paragraph (c), after "outside the United Kingdom" insert "and the
qualifying territories".

(3) tn subsection (2)(a) (Crgwn service under the government of the United
Kingdom), after "United Kingdom" insert "or of i qualifying territory".

(4) In subsection (3) (services associated with the government of the United
Kingdom)-

(a) after the first "united Kingdom" insert ..and the qualifying
territories", and

(b) after the second "United Kingdom" insert "or in a qualifying
territory".

Registration of minors

3 (1) Section 3 of that Act (acquisition by registration: minors) is amendecl as
follows; but nothing in thi; paragraph affkts the operation of that section in
relation to persons born before tfie iommen.ernut i of tnisSctreJufe.

(2) In subsection 
.(2) (registration of persons born outside United Kingclom),

after "outside the United Kingdom" insert "and the {ualifying l"iritdri"r".
(3) In subsection (3)(c) (requirements in case of infants)_

(a) in sub-pa.ragraph (i), after "Unitecl Kingdom" insert "or a qualifying
territory", and

(b) in sub-parf8ra.ph . (ii), after "United Kingdom" insert "and the
qualifying territories".

(4) In subsection (5) (requirements in case of minors) _
(a) after "outside the United Kingdom" insert. "and the quatifying

: tetritories", and
(b) in paragraph .(b), after "in the unit€cl Kingctom" insert ..or a

qTli{Ii"g territory' and after "from the Unitld Kingdom" insert.,and the qualifying territories,,.

Conmt.onuea lth cit izens

4 In section 37(1)(a) of that Act (meaning of "Commonwealth citizen,,), after"1983" insert "or the British overseas Tirritories Act 2002".

lnterpretation

5 (1) section 50 of that Act (interpretation) is arnended as follows.
(2) In subsection (1) (list of defined terms), insert at the appropriate places-

""appointed day" means the day appointecl by the Secretarv of State
under section 8 of the Britislr ovbrseas Teiritories Act zoo2for the
commencement of Schedule 1 to that Act;", and

""qualifying territory" means a British overseas territorv other trra' the
Sovereign Base Areas of Akrotiri and Dhekelia;".

(3) In subsection (7) (bifth aboarcl ships ancl aircraft) for the words from..The
prececting provisions" to the end substitute _
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"(7A) For the purposes of this Act a person horn outside a
quali fying terri tory aboard a ship or aircraft-

(a) shall be deemed to have been born in that territorl'
i f-

(i) at the time of the birth lris father or nrother
was a Brit ish cit izen or a Brit ish overseas
territories citizen; or

(i i)  he would, but for this subsection, lrave been
born stateless,

and (in either case) at the tinre of the birth the ship or
aircraft was registered irr that territor)' or was an
unregistered ship or aircraft of the goven"rn"lent of that
territory; but

(b) subject to paragraph (a), is to be regarded as born
outside that territory, whoever was tlie owner of the
ship . or aircraft at the time, arrd irrespective of
whether or where it was then registered.

(78) For t l .re purposes of this Act a person born outside a Rrit istr
overseas.territory, other than a qualifyrillg territory, aboard a
ship or aircraft -

(a) shall be deemed to have been born in tlrat territon,
i f-

(i) at the time of the birth his father or mother
was a British overseas territories citizen; or

(ii) he woulcl, but for this subsection, have been
born stateless,

and (in eitl'rer case) at the time of the birth the ship or
airctaft was registered in that territory or was an
unregistered ship or aircraft of the goverirnrent of that
territorl,; but

(b) subject to paragraph (a), is to he regarded as born
outside that terr i tory, whoever was tFe owner of the
sh-ip -or aircraft at tlre time, arrd irrespective of
whetlrer or where it was then registered."

In section 51(3)(a)(ii) of that Act ("citizen of the Unitecl Kingclom apcl
colcnies"), after "1983" insert "or the British Overseas TerritorieiAct 2002".

SCHEDULE 2

Rgprnts

Seclir'rn 7

Slrcrt title and cltapter Extent of repenl

B r i t i s l l  N a t i o l l a l i t v  A c t  1 9 8 111l Sectlo,43(1)(b)′``WhiCh is 10r the time betttg a

(c .  61)

Brit islr Nationali tv (Falkland
Islands) Act 19Si (c. 6)

colorry"
In section 50(1), the definit ion of "dependent

terri tory".

Sections 1(2) to (5) and 2.

..O Crrrrvn copvliglrt 1(]01

Pr intcd i r r  rhe Ul(  h l  T l re Stat ioncr l ,Ol l ic . .  I - inr i tc t l
under t l re autht t r i tv  ant l  super in leudcnct  o l 'Carol  Tul lo.  Control lcr  o l .
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